248            SHERMANS MERITS AS A SOLDIER.

Big Black River. And thus was ended, one hundred and
nine days from its commencement, this great campaign.
The Union army had captured 37,000 prisoners, including
fifteen Generals. They had driven before them and parti-
ally dispersed another large army under the ablest of the
Rebel leaders. They had captured Vicksburg, the Gibral-
ter of the South. They had freed the Mississippi River
from Rebel control. And they had split the Rebel Con-
federacy in twain.

Of Sherman's part in the campaign General Grant re-
marks : " The siege of Vicksburg and last capture of
Jackson and dispersion of Johnston's army entitle General
Sherman to more credit than usually falls to the lot of one
man to earn. His demonstration at Haines's Bluff, in
April, to hold the enemy about Vicksburg, while the army
was securing a foothold east of the Mississippi; his rapid
marches to join the army afterwards ; his management at
Jackson, Mississippi, in the first attack; his almost un-
equalled march from Jackson to Bridgeport, and passage
of Black River; his securing Walnut Hills on the i8th of
May, may attest his great merit as a soldier."d fixed for the attack, Sherman was found ready,
